
LOFT CITY CHURCH SMALL GROUP STUDY

A Right View of God
Deuteronomy: Choose Life   |   Week Four   |   
Deuteronomy 4:15-40

 

T H E  B I G  I D E A
The greatest threat to our life with God is rarely 
a dramatic rebellion. It is the slow drift of our 
hearts  toward  idols  that  feel  familiar, 
manageable, and harmless. Moses’ answer to 
idolatry is not more willpower but a bigger view 
of God, the One who is formless and jealous, 
merciful  and  faithful,  findable  and 
incomparable. We do not guard our hearts by 
gripping tighter. We guard them by seeing God 
more clearly, and his grace meets us at every 
turn of the road home.

01   Share life   15 min

Before we open the Bible, take a few minutes to 
catch up on life. Give everyone a chance to 
share. This guide is designed for about 85 
minutes, and the times beside each section are 
suggestions, not rules.
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1. What was a high point and a low point from 
your week?

2. What is something you drifted into slowly, a 
habit or a routine, without ever deciding to 
start it?

 3.● When we last met, we each named one 
step to take. How did it go, and what got in 
the way?

02   Setting the scene
We are four weeks into Deuteronomy, and this 
passage  closes  the  first  of  Moses’  farewell 
sermons. Israel is camped on the edge of the 
Promised Land, and Moses, at the very end of 
his life, knows he will not cross over with them. 
So he spends his final words on the thing that 
matters  most.  The greatest  danger  ahead of 
Israel  is  not  the  armies  of  Canaan.  It  is  the 
temptation to trade the living God for idols, the 
familiar gods of Egypt behind them and Canaan 
in front of them. Moses does not fight idolatry 
by simply saying it is wrong. Again and again he 
points  to  who  God  actually  is,  because  for 
Moses the antidote to idolatry is a right view of 
God. That is exactly where this week’s passage 
takes us.
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03   Read the Word together   10 min

Open your Bibles to Deuteronomy 4:15-40. Have 
one person read the passage aloud, slowly, while 
the rest of the group follows along. If your group 
reads in another language, have someone read it 
again from their own Bible. The verses for each 
part of the study are printed in the sections 
below.

M E M O R Y  V E R S E   |   D E U T E R O N O M Y  4 : 2 9
But from there, you will search for the LORD 
your God, and you will find him when you seek  
him with all your heart and all your soul.

First impressions
4. What word, phrase, or image stood out to 

you as the passage was read?

5. What did you notice, or what surprised you, 
in how God speaks to his people here?

04   Study the scripture   35 min

The sermon walked through three appeals Moses 
makes in this passage: be on guard against drift, 
return when you wander, and obey God alone, 
because there is no one like him. The verses for 
each part are printed below, so reread them as 
you go. The first question in each part asks what 
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the text says, the second asks what it means, 
and the third asks what it changes. If time is 
short, keep the questions marked with an orange 
dot.

BE ON GUARD AGAINST DRIFT
Read verses 15-24 again.

Deuteronomy 4:15-16, 23-24 CSB
15  “Diligently  watch yourselves,  because you 
did  not  see  any  form on  the  day  the  LORD 
spoke to you out of the fire at Horeb, 16 so you 
don’t  act  corruptly  and  make  an  idol  for 
yourselves in the shape of any figure: a male or 
female form, 23  Be careful  not  to forget  the 
covenant of the LORD your God that he made 
with you, and make an idol for yourselves in the 
shape of anything he has forbidden you. 24 For 
the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous 
God.

 

L E A D E R  N O T E
Someone in your group may ask why God calls 
himself jealous, or a consuming fire, in verse  
24. Keep it brief and keep it at the level of the  
sermon. This is not the pettiness of a rival. It is 
the jealousy of a devoted spouse who rightly  
wants an undivided heart, and the fire is the  
seriousness of a love that will not share. If the  
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conversation runs long, offer to talk more after  
the meeting and move on.

 

Moses warns Israel to watch themselves carefully,  
because idolatry rarely announces itself.  Like a  
swimmer pulled by a current, God’s people can 
drift  a  long way before  they notice  they have  
moved.  The idols  Moses lists  were the familiar  
gods  of  Egypt  and  Canaan,  the  ones  that  
surrounded  them  and  felt  normal.  His  warning  
rests  on who God is.  God has no form,  so he  
cannot  be  managed  or  domesticated  like  a  
carved image. And God is jealous, not in a petty  
way, but the way a devoted spouse rightly wants  
an undivided heart.

Living Our Faith Together | loftcity.church



LOFT CITY CHURCH SMALL GROUP STUDY

6. Look at verses 15 and 16. Why does Moses 
say Israel must not make an idol? What did 
they not see at Horeb, and why does that 
matter?

7. How does it change this warning to hear 
God’s jealousy as covenant love, like a 
spouse who wants your whole heart, rather 
than as pettiness?

 8.● What idols feel familiar or normal in our 
culture, and which ones have you become 
comfortable with in your own life?

RETURN WHEN YOU WANDER
Read verses 25-31 again.

Deuteronomy 4:27-31 CSB
27  The  LORD  will  scatter  you  among  the 
peoples,  and  you  will  be  reduced  to  a  few 
survivors among the nations where the LORD 
your  God  will  drive  you. 28  There  you  will 
worship man-made gods of wood and stone, 
which cannot see,  hear,  eat,  or  smell. 29  But 
from there, you will search for the LORD your 
God, and you will find him when you seek him 
with all your heart and all your soul. 30  When 
you are in distress and all  these things have 
happened to you, in the future you will return to 
the LORD your God and obey him. 31 He will not 
leave you, destroy you, or forget the covenant 
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with your ancestors that he swore to them by 
oath,  because  the  LORD  your  God  is  a 
compassionate God.

 

Moses  is  honest  about  where  drift  leads:  
scattered  lives,  fractured  community,  and  the  
emptiness of serving gods that cannot see, hear,  
eat, or smell. But verse 29 is the great turn of the  
passage. Even from the far country, if Israel seeks 
the  LORD,  they  will  find  him,  because  he  is  a  
compassionate God who will not abandon them 
or forget his covenant. The door home is never  
shut.
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9. Look at verses 29 to 31. What does Moses 
say Israel will do from the far country, and 
what three things does he say God will not 
do?

10. What does seeking God with all your heart 
and all your soul actually look like in an 
ordinary week?

 11.● When you have wandered from God, how 
do you picture him looking at you? Arms 
crossed, or arms open like the father 
running to the prodigal son?

OBEY HIM ONLY
Read verses 32-40 again.

Deuteronomy 4:35, 39-40 CSB
35  You were shown these things so that you 
would know that the LORD is God; there is no 
other  besides  him. 39  Today,  recognize  and 
keep in mind that the LORD is God in heaven 
above and on earth below; there is no other. 40 
Keep his statutes and commands, which I am 
giving you today, so that you and your children 
after you may prosper and so that you may live 
long in the land the LORD your God is giving you 
for all time.”

 

Moses  closes  with  a  challenge:  search  all  of  
history and ask if any god has ever done what the 
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LORD  has  done.  The  answer  is  no.  Israel  was  
shown these things so that they would know, not  
just in their heads but in their lived experience,  
that the LORD is God and there is no other. That  
kind of knowing grows every time God’s people  
retell the stories of his faithfulness.

And  those  stories  were  never  meant  to  stay  
private. A people who know there is no one like  
their  God  become  witnesses  of  him,  in  their  
homes, workplaces, and neighborhoods, simply by 
telling what he has done.
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12. Look at verses 35 and 39. What is the one 
thing Israel was shown all of this in order to 
know?

13. What is a moment from your own story that 
helped you know, deep down, that God is 
real and worthy of your life?

 14.● Who is one person who needs to hear that 
story, and what would it take to tell them 
this week?

05   Back to Jesus   10 min

How does this passage point us back to Jesus?

The God who has no form chose to take one. In  
Jesus, the incomparable God entered our world,  
lived in the in-between with us, and carried every 
consequence of our wandering to the cross. He is 
the proof that God’s jealous love is for us, not  
against us. Because of Jesus, the promise of verse 
29 is sure: when we turn back, we do not meet a  
God with crossed arms. We meet the Father who  
runs to us, embraces us, and welcomes us home.

 15.● Where do you need to stop swimming 
against your own drift this week and let 
Jesus bring you home?

 

A P P L I C A T I O N
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What is God telling me to do today? Write 
down one specific step you will take this week.

Write your step in your notes app, then share 
it with the group.

06   Pray together   15 min

Share one request with the group and pray for 
one another. As you pray, name the step each 
person wrote down and ask the Holy Spirit for the 
courage and power to take it.

Who has God brought to mind this week?
Someone who needs what you have been talking 
about. Write their name here and pray for them 
by name.

Prayer requests
Keep the list in your group chat so you can 
follow up during the week.

 

A  P R A Y E R  T O  C A R R Y  W I T H  Y O U
Father, you alone are God, and there is no one  
like you. Guard my heart from the idols that feel  
familiar, and show me where I have started to  
drift. When I wander, remind me that you are  
merciful, faithful, and findable, and give me the  

Living Our Faith Together | loftcity.church



LOFT CITY CHURCH SMALL GROUP STUDY

courage to turn back toward home. Help me to 
know you, not just to know about you, and to  
love  you  with  an  undivided  heart,  in  Jesus’  
name. Amen.

 

At home this week
Deuteronomy  6  tells  parents  to  talk  about 
God’s words at the table and on the road. If 
there are children in your home, ask at dinner 
this  week:  What is  something we love that 
could  become  more  important  to  us  than 
God?  Then read Deuteronomy 4:29 together. 
Even when we drift, God can always be found 
when we turn back to him.

 

Before we gather again
Three things to carry into the week.

• Read Deuteronomy 4:15-40 again on your 
own this week, and ask God what he is 
saying to you through it.

• Take the one step you wrote down, and 
tell someone once you have done it.

• Reach out to the person whose name you 
wrote in Pray Together. We will talk about 
how it went next time.
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Leaders: after your meeting, tell us how this 
guide worked at loftcity.church/groups-
feedback. Two questions, one minute.
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