
L O F T  C I T Y  C H U R C H S M A L L  G R O U P  S T U D Y

Loyalty Tested: Worship That Won’t Be 
Moved
Deuteronomy: Choose Life   |   Week Fourteen   |   Deuteronomy 

13:1-18

T H E  B I G  I D E A
The greatest threat to our worship rarely marches in from 

outside. It comes through familiar voices: an impressive leader, a 

message that always says what we want to hear, even the 

people we love most. God calls his people to test every voice, 

cling to him alone, and love one another enough to speak the 

truth. And we can, because the God who rescued us holds on to 

us long before we learn to hold on to him.

0 1 Share life
Take a few minutes to catch up with one another before you open 

the passage.

1. What was a high point and a low point from your week?

2. Where have you seen God at work recently, and where has it been 

hard to see him?

3. When we last met, we each named one step to take. How did it go, 

and what got in the way?
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0 2 Setting the scene

Last week, Deuteronomy 12 called Israel to worship at the place 

the LORD chooses instead of at the altars on every hill. Chapter 

13 asks the next question: what happens when someone tries to 

pull them away? Moses describes three people. A prophet or 

dreamer whose sign actually comes true. A brother, a child, a 

spouse, or a closest friend who whispers in private, let’s go 

worship other gods. And a whole town led astray by worthless 

men. Each time the answer is the same: do not listen and do not 

yield. Underneath the severity is one reason, repeated twice: the 

LORD your God brought you out of Egypt, out of the place of 

slavery.

0 3 Read the Word together
Read this passage aloud together, slowly. If you can, read it twice, 

with a different person reading each time.

D E U T E R O N O M Y  1 3 : 1 - 1 8       C S B
Open your Bibles together and read Deuteronomy 13:1 through 

18. Have three readers take a section each: 13:1-5, 13:6-11, and 

13:12-18.

First impressions
4. What word, phrase, or image stood out to you as you read?

5. What did you notice, or what surprised you, about the voices God 

warns his people not to follow?

Living Our Faith Together  •  loftcity.church  •  Page 2



0 4 Study the Scripture
The sermon named three warnings in this chapter: false worship 

often comes through familiar voices, true worship requires 

discernment and not just passion, and true worship takes courage to 

protect the community. Work through each one in order, and reread 

the verses as you go.

F A M I L I A R  V O I C E S    Read verses 1 to 8 again.

Notice what God admits in verses 1 and 2: the sign or wonder might 

actually happen. The issue is not power but direction. Does it lead 

toward the God who rescued you, or away from him? “If it works, it 

must be from God” is a trap, because results are not the same as 

truth. Verse 3 says God allows these moments to test what we really  

love.

Then verse 6 moves closer to home: your brother, your son or 

daughter, the wife you embrace, the friend who is as close as your 

own soul. The voices that pull hardest are often the ones we love 

most. They may mean well and still be wrong.

6. Why are results, crowds, and impressive outcomes so persuasive 

to us? Where are you tempted to think, if it works, it must be from 

God?

7. Verse 6 names the people closest to us. Without naming anyone, 

when has a well-meaning voice pulled you away from what God 

was asking? How do you tell the difference between wise counsel 

and a pull away from God?
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D I S C E R N M E N T ,  N O T  J U S T  P A S S I O N    Read verses 4 and 12 to 14 again.

Verse 4 piles up six callings: follow the LORD, fear him, keep his 

commands, listen to him, worship him, and remain faithful to him. 

That last phrase means to cling, the way you hold on when 

everything is pulling the other way. Then in verses 12 to 14, when a 

rumor of false worship reaches a town, Israel is told to inquire, 

investigate, and interrogate thoroughly. Not react. Not gossip. 

Investigate.

Passion in worship is a gift, but passion without truth drifts toward 

idolatry. Many voices tell us we are what people think of us. God 

says we are rescued, redeemed, and loved. The sermon offered four 

questions for testing any voice. Is it consistent with Scripture? Does 

it lead me to love Jesus more, or myself more? Does it center on 

Christ crucified and risen? Does it produce holiness and 

dependence on God?

8. Which of the four questions do you most need to ask this week, 

and about which voice in your life: a podcast, a feed, a show, a 

teacher, or a friend?

9. Where do you see passion without grounding, in our culture or in 

your own faith? What helps you cling to God when the pull goes 

the other way?
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C O U R A G E  T O  P R O T E C T  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y    Read verses 9 to 18 again.

Why is the standard so strict? Verse 11 gives the reason: all Israel will 

hear and be afraid, and no one will do this evil again. In a covenant 

community, one person’s compromise quietly spreads, and Paul says 

the same in 1 Corinthians 5:6: a little leaven leavens the whole batch. 

These verses are hard to read. Jesus bore the judgment for our sin 

at the cross, so the church does not carry a sword. But we still care 

for one another’s spiritual health, with honest conversations, grace-

filled accountability instead of gossip, and Scripture over trends.

10. What is the difference between loving confrontation and gossip, 

or between accountability and simply cutting someone off? 

Which way do you tend to lean?

Standing for truth can feel lonely. When Elijah believed he was the 

only faithful one left, God told him he had kept seven thousand 

others who had not bowed to Baal (1 Kings 19:18). Faithful worship is 

never a solo act.

11. Who in your life needs you to be a faithful, honest voice this 

season? And who could you invite to stand with you so that 

neither of you stands alone?
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0 5 Back to Jesus
This is not an extra step. It is where the whole passage has been 

heading.

Deuteronomy 13 tests Israel’s loyalty, and Israel failed that test again 

and again. Then Jesus faced it. In the wilderness the enemy offered 

him signs, shortcuts, and every kingdom of the world if he would only 

bow down, and Jesus answered from Deuteronomy itself: worship 

the Lord your God, and serve only him (Matthew 4:10). He is the 

faithful Son who clung to the Father when every voice pulled the 

other way. And though this chapter says the one who leads others 

astray must die, Jesus, the one who never strayed, died in the place 

of those who did. Our loyalty wavers. His never has. We cling to him 

because he first held on to us.

12. Jesus was faithful for us when we were not. How does that 

change the way you hear the call to cling to God, from pressure 

to prove yourself to a response to being held?

A P P L I C A T I O N
What is God telling me to do today? Write down one specific 

step you will take this week.

______________________________________________

______________________________________________
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0 6 Pray together
Share one request with the group and pray for one another, naming 

the step each person wrote down above.

Prayer requests

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

A  P R A Y E R  T O  C A R R Y  W I T H  Y O U
Father, you rescued me and you hold me fast. Forgive me for 

the voices I have trusted more than yours, and for the times I 

have wanted a god who serves me instead of a Savior who 

saves me. Give me discernment to test what I hear and courage 

to speak the truth in love to the people you have placed around 

me. Hold my heart to Jesus, the faithful Son who never let go of 

you or of me, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Before we gather again
Three simple things to carry into the week.

• Read Deuteronomy 13 again on your own and ask God what 

he is saying to you.

• Take the one step you named above and tell someone in the 

group you did it.

• Reach out to the person you named in question 11. We will talk 

about how it went next time.

0 7 Notes and reflections

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
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